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The Stevens' Triennial Prize of Columbia University for original 
research was awarded to Doctors L. Pierce Clark and Thomas P. Prout of 
New York upon “Status Epilepticus: A Clinical and Pathological Study 
of Epilepsy.” 

A useful work on diagnosis—Hill’s Reference Chart, noted in our 
advertising pages, is a very handy little volume on diseases of the nervous 
system and of the muscles. It will be found particularly serviceable to 
those interested in nervous diseases. Write to the publishers for a copy. 
See page xxix of our advertising forms. 

Pathologist at Craig Colony. —Dr. B. Onuf has been appointed resi¬ 
dent pathologist at the Craig Colony for Epileptics at Sonyea, N. Y. 

Dr. Onuf is a graduate of Zurich, Switzerland. He acted for two years 
as assistant to Prof. Forel at the Insane Hospital Burghoelzli at Zurich, 
afterwards devoting eight months to the study of ophthalmology with Prof. 
Haab in Zurich. Later he located in Brooklyn, N. Y.. where he began to 
devote himself to neurology. He was affiliated with Dr. Sachs’ clinic in 
New York for a number of years, and later with the nervous clinic at Long 
Island College, where he gave clinical and didactic instruction to the 
students. He served as neurologist to St. Catherine’s Hospital and con¬ 
sulting neurologist of the dispensary of the Jewish Hospital in Brooklyn. 
From 1896 to 1902 he was associate in pathology at the Pathological Insti¬ 
tute of the New York State Hospitals. 

Among his scientific contributions may be mentioned a monograph writ¬ 
ten in conjunction with Dr. Joseph Collins, entitled "Experimental Re¬ 
searches on the Central Localization of the Sympathetic with a Critical 
Review of its Anatomy and Physiology.” 

In selecting a pathologist "for the colony, the chief aim was to utilize 
the unusual opportunities given at the colony for studying the causes of 
epilepsy. The work is to be not only pathological but also clinical, and it 
is from this combination that fruitful results are hoped for. 

Recent Progress in Matters Pertaining to the Care of the Insane 
in the State of New York. —Some of the measures of improvement in 
the care of the insane of the State of New York carried through during 
the past few months by the Lunacy Commission are as follows: 

1. The Pathological Institute has been reorganized and more than sixty 
of the medical men connected with the staffs of the fourteen State hospitals 
have been instructed during the past winter at the Institute on Ward’s 
Island in the recent development of psychiatry along clinical, pathological, 
psychological and clinical lines. The legislative appropriation for the 
Institute is now $25,000 annually. 

2. The hospitals have been opened to medical internes in the same 
manner as general hospitals. Last year sixteen clinical assistants entered 
the service in this way, and this year the number is nearer thirty. 

3. The legislature recently passed the Lunacy Commission’s bill for 
the appointment of a medical inspector to ensure a more thorough inspec¬ 
tion of the thirty-nine institutions under its charge, viz.: 23 private retreats, 
2 criminal asylums, and 14 State hospitals for the insane. Such inspection, 
especially of the private asylums, in which there are about 1,000 patients, 
has never been adequate. 

4. To remedy overcrowding the Lunacy Commission proposes to con¬ 
struct a new hospital in the territory north of Albany and Troy on the 
colony system—a scheme similar to that of the Craig Colony for epileptics 
will be carried out. The site will be selected and plans made this year. 



NEWS AND NOTES 


448 

This colony for 1,500 to 2,000 patients should be ready inside of three years. 

5. Three tuberculosis hospitals, each with a hundred beds, will be con¬ 
structed this summer at a cost of $90,000 at Middletown, Utica and Bing¬ 
hamton, on the grounds of the State hospitals located there; and the plans 
made by Dr. Peterson and the State architect embody the main features 
of such hospitals described in the King Edward Prize Essays. In the 
meantime tent life for the tuberculous insane has been in vogue at the 
Manhattan State Hospital East (under Dr. Macdonald) for two or three 
years and for a shorter time at Binghamton and other of the State hospitals. 

6. The country colony for a few of the working classes of the insane, 
as an offshoot of the Utica State Hospital, has been enlarged. A similar 
colony has been established at the Willard State Hospital, and two are in 
existence at the State Hospitals at Binghamton and Poughkeepsie. 

7. A new departure this year is the creation of a summer camp for 
between 40 and 60 insane on the lake shore, about fifteen miles from the 
Rochester State Hospital, which is now in operation to the great delight 
of both patients and attendants. 

8. The feature of nurses’ homes having been found so useful at some 
of the hospitals two additional ones will be put up this summer, one at 
Kings Park State Hospital, Long Island, for 300 nurses, and one at the 
Gowanda State Hospital for 100. 

9. Six or seven residences for superintendents and separate houses 
for the medical staffs will be put up this season at as many of the State 
hospitals, thus removing the officials from the central main buildings and 
utilizing the vacated space for patients. 

10. A bill providing for emergency commitments, recommended by the 
Lunacy Commission, was passed by the legislature at the last session. 
Copies of this law have been sent to all examiners in lunacy of the State. 
It is believed that this will mean great good to the insane and prevent the 
all too frequent incarceration of urgent cases in jails and station houses. 

it. The improved ration brought about during the past six or eight 
months, though entailing an additional cost to the State of a hundred 
thousand dollars per year or more, has added greatly to the comfort of the 
patients and to the satisfaction of the medical officials and various visiting 
boards. 

12. A strong effort is being made by the Lunacy Commission to increase 
the number of deportations of alien insane, and through the efforts of New 
York State the federal government passed a law making the limit three 
years instead of one; i. e„ an immigrant becoming insane within three years 
after landing in the United States may be returned to his own country. 

13. The movement for the establishment of reception hospitals for 
acute curable cases in the large cities has gained strength. While the bill 
for the psychopathic hospital for New York city, which was to be the first 
of several such reception hospitals, failed to pass this year, it is believed 
that success will attend the Commission's efforts during the coming session. 



